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Abstract

Iran's most important social problems (poverty, unemployment, Inequality,
etc.) can be analyzed with the help of different approach. Hegemonic in-
dividualistic-reductionist approach with a set of narrow and psychological
explanations (with an emphasis on blaming the individual) have found a
dominant position in the field of analyzing Iran's social problems. On the
other hand, we can talk about the possibility of creating an alternative and
innovative approach. Here we are talking about an analytical conflict field.
Therefore, the main problem is: What are the criticisms of reductionist in-
dividualistic approach, and what practical and capable alternative can be
designed and construct suitable for the analysis of Iran's social problems?
In terms of methodology Here we have used the dynamic combination of
analytical descriptive methods, secondary analysis and critical. Research
findings show that in Iran, the users of individualistic-reductionist approach
have focused on the "person" and analyzed social problems with reference
to the individual, and on the other hand, they have exonerated trans-individ-
ual variables and socio-political structures. Our alternative approach here is
to construct a theoretical conceptual of "Milkimian" which is derived from
Mills (sociological imagination) and Durkheim (explanation of social real-
ity). The steps of Milkimian approach are: 1. identifying the position as a
"social problem" and not an "individual problem", 2. analyzing it in the form
of sociological and not psychological expression and 3. Providing social and
not psychological solutions. Empirical evidence (secondary analysis of glob-
al and domestic data) supports Milkimian approach. Our view of Milkimian
in the analysis of social problems is: Adopting a social and trans-individual
view, emphasizing the criticism of defective structures, adopting a critical
sociological view and exposing the weaknesses of reductionist approach.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

In the last few decades and today, issues such as poverty, social inequalities,
discrimination, unemployment, job dissatisfaction, class gap and distance,
environmental pollution, road accidents, increase in working and street chil-
dren, indiscriminate migration to metropolises, dropout, job burnout, social
despair, etc. have become the most important social issues in Iran, which can
be analyzed from different angles and with the help of different theoretical
traditions.

A theoretical tradition that can be called the reductionist-individualistic
approach has put a set of micro-analytic, psychological, and conservative
explanations on its agenda in analyzing social problems and has found a
hegemonic position in the field of social sciences by emphasizing "blam-
ing the individual." On the other hand, we can talk about the possibility
of proposing an alternative and innovative approach. Here we are talking
about an “analytical conflict field”. That is, the issue is basically a kind of
confrontation between popular-ideological analyses on the one hand and sci-
entific-specialized social analyses on the other. Therefore, our problematic
is how, while adopting a critical lens, we can reveal the analytical incapacity
and inherent shortcomings of the reductionist-individualistic approach, and
how, through innovative theorizing and sociological conceptualization, we
can devise an alternative and appropriate theoretical conceptual construc-
tion for analyzing Iran's social problems. In other words, the main problem
and focal question of the present study is what criticisms can be made of
the reductionist-individualistic approach and what practical and capable al-
ternative can be conceptualized, designed, and constructed to appropriately
analyze Iran's social problems?

2. Methodology

In terms of research methodology, in the present study, we have used a dy-
namic combination of three analytical descriptive methods, secondary anal-
ysis (data from national and global surveys), and critical method (by to put
aside superficial and apparent layers, trying to reach the underlying and hid-
den layers of social reality).

3. Findings

In Iran, a wide range of experts, practitioners, researchers, and various indi-
viduals use a reductionist-individualistic approach in analyzing social prob-
lems. What they all have in common is that, with their conservative and
reductionist approach, they have focused on the "individual" and analyzed
social problems with reference to the individual. On the other hand, they
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Milkimian Theoretical-Conceptual Construction...

have exonerated trans-individual and institutional variables and political and
social structures, and have advanced their work by De-responsibility from
political, economic, and social structures, as well as the established political
and legal order.

Our alternative approach here is to construct a theoretical concept of “Mil-
kymie”, which is a constructed and combined concept of Mills + Durkheim.
In other words, the Millkymie approach is derived from two legacies left by
Mills (sociological imagination) and Durkheim (explanation of social real-
ity). In short, the three steps of the Millkymie approach are: 1. Identify the
social situation that has arisen as a “social problem” and not an “individual
and personal problem”, 2. Express it in the form of sociological analysis and
explanation rather than psychological explanation and 3. Finally, present
social and sociological solutions rather than psychological and reductionist
solutions.

The science of sociology cannot be indifferent to social problems or give the
wrong direction with its reductionist analyses. Of course, it should be noted
that our emphasis on social institutions and structures does not mean deter-
minism and ignoring the role of individuals and removing agency and elim-
inating agency from actors. Rather, the fundamental core of the Milkimi ap-
proach is that in analyzing problems such as poverty, inequality, income gap,
unemployment, school dropout, etc., firstly, we should not see the situation
and problem as individual, small and personal and expand the scope of our
vision (because many people are affected by it) and secondly, we should not
fall into the trap of reductionism and consider the role, share and weight of
trans-individual factors and social variables (political-social structures) to be
more important and prominent than individual variables (desire, will, moti-
vation, spirit, perseverance, etc.) And thirdly, the proposed solutions should
be social and societal, avoiding psychological and conservative projections.
Empirical evidence, such as secondary analysis of data from global surveys
and two national surveys, supports Milkemi's theoretical conceptual con-
struction. Global surveys asked about two concepts: "government responsi-
bility to citizens" and "essential indicators of democracy," and we explained
the relationship between these two issues with "social problems" because,
firstly: "Considering the role of political and social structures as influential
on people's lives" is one of the important foundations of the Milkemi ap-
proach, so the state or governance structure is understood as the supreme
symbol of political and economic structures. Therefore, the responsibility of
the government and the governance structure towards the lives of the people
cannot be absolved.

Second: We understand democracy as the social and beyond the political.
In other words, we have not considered democracy as a limited meaning of
participating in elections every four years, and we have integrated the value
and very important social justice (on the one hand, collecting taxes from the
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rich and on the other hand, paying subsidies to the poor) into the concept
of democracy, and therefore we have understood democracy not only as a
political matter but also as the social.

National surveys also analyzed the "factors affecting poverty in the poor"
as the most acute social problem. The result is that the majority of Iranians
believe that institutional trans-individual, social, and structural factors have
caused poverty and destitution among the poor, and a small number have
emphasized micro, individual, and non-structural factors.

4. Conclusion

Our perspective and attitude as the originator and supporter of the Milkimi
approach in analyzing and studying social problems (poverty, inequality, dis-
crimination, unemployment, immigration, etc.) is: Adopting an institutional,
social, and trans-individual perspective, Emphasizing criticism and condem-
nation of flawed, diseased, and problematic political and social structures,
Adopting a critical sociological perspective, and also questioning and chal-
lenging the analytical power of individualistic and reductionist approaches
in the field of studying Iran's social problems. The Milkemi approach con-
siders most social problems not as natural and inevitable phenomena, but as
social products. In our sociological and Milkemi approach, by rejecting the
naturalness of social problems, it is possible to recognize, criticize, change,
and combat them. We emphasize that this unequal, problematic, and prob-
lematic society is the product of unequal structures, unjust, and inhumane
relationships, so it must be changed and can be changed.

Keywords: Social problems, Milkimian theoretical-conceptual construc-
tion, Individualistic-reductionist approach, Secondary analysis, Critical.
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