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Abstract

The problematization of ethnic activism, ethnic preferences, and prejudices has
always been one of the issues discussed in Iran. Therefore This study attempts
to identify the propellants and inhibitors of ethnic activism and discover its
semantic implications. For this purpose, this research has been done by using
of interpretive phenomenological method. Its target society is the Bakhtiari’s
residents of Dezful city in Khuzestan province, who have lived experience of
the studied phenomenon. The research sample included 18 people selected
using the purposive sampling method based on the theoretical saturation cri-
terion. Research data was collected using in-depth interview techniques and
data analysis was done through coding and thematic analysis. The findings of
the research include the propellants of ethnic activism such as political polar-
ization, ethnic frequentism, convergence of cultural challenges, organizational
ethnicism, feelings of ethnic discrimination, Physical spatial ethnocentrism,
Instrumentalization of ethnicity and ethnic socialization and themes of cultural
relations, acceptance of others, intertwined social relations, Good governance
and Improving the quality of life are representative of the inhibitors of ethnic
activism. In general, we can be said that the maladaptive role of this type of
culture has a more clear effect on the patterns of activism and political partic-
ipation of citizens, especially in the elections of the Parlement and the Islamic
Council. The reduction and weakening of this model of activity depends on
the creation of contexts where rational actions come to the fore.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Iran is one of the communities with ethnic diversity such as Persians, Turks,
Kurds, Arabs, Lurs, Balochs, etc. Since every ethnicity carries some kind
of beliefs and sense of belonging to its ethnicity. Therefore, this leads to the
distinction between self-other, us-them, and its representation and reproduc-
tion in the context of society. These distinctions may lead to the formation
of stereotypes about oneself and the other, which can be associated with
forms of ethnocentrism. Khuzestan province has been inhabited by various
ethnic groups for thousands of years, and “now its main inhabitants are the
two great tribes of Arabs and Lurs” (Safinjad, 2019: 111). Although today
Khuzestan is known more as an Arabian province in the media and public
mind, it is also one of the main regions where the Lur tribe live (Amanollahi
Baharond, 2013: 223). The extensive migration of the Bakhtiari,s tribe to
Dezful city and the increase in their population has been accompanied by
consequences, including the interactions of the host society with the im-
migrants in the fields of politics, administrative organizations, employment
structure, distribution of facilities, and cultural and social fields.

The repeated election the parliament representatives from among the Bakh-
tiari’s tribe gradually increased the ethnic gaps between the Dezfulian and
the Lurs of Bakhtiari. It can be said that the utilization of ethnic prejudices
turned the Parliamentary election and the city councils into a full-scale eth-
nic campaign and as a result led to the creation of categories of dominant and
defeated ethnic groups. In addition, the employment and political relations
of ethnic groups in political and administrative organizations deepen these
gaps. The relations between these two tribes have been accompanied by vari-
ations in recent years, which have attracted the attention of researchers. As
for the ethnic interactions between Dezfulian and Bakhtiari’s, research has
been done such as factors of convergence of Dezfulian and Bakhtiari’s (Ba-
luti et al, 2016) and ethnic conflict in Dezful (Najafi, 2014). In addition, sev-
eral researches have been conducted on ethnic activities in different regions
of the country, each of which has studied aspects of this issue as independent
or dependent variables. Therefore, this research attempts to discover the se-
mantic implications related to the subject of the propellants and inhibitors of
ethnic activism among the Bakhtiaries living in Dezful City by using a qual-
itative approach and a phenomenological method, to answer this question,
what is the understanding of participants in the research based on their lived
experience about the propellants and inhibitors of ethnic activism?
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Drivers and Constraints of Ethnic Activism

2. Method

This research was based on a qualitative approach and based on the interpre-
tive phenomenological method to discover and identify the propellants and
inhibitors of ethnic activism. Its participants were the Bakhtiaris living in the
center and the Bakhtiari,s neighborhoods on the environs of Dezful city. The
research sample included 18 people who were selected using the purposive
sampling method. The process of sampling and conducting interviews has
continued until reaching saturation. In other words, additional information
should not be obtained through data collection, which itself can be consid-
ered as a criterion for validity. Research data was collected using in-depth
interview techniques and data analysis was done through coding and the-
matic analysis technique. Identifying the main themes of the research has
been done using the analysis method of Smith et al. (2009: 82-100), which
consists of six steps “1. Reading and re-reading 2. Initial noting 3. develop-
ing emergent themes 4. Searching for connections across emergent themes
5. Moving to the next case 6. Looking for patterns across cases.

3. Findings

In the current of data analysis, the identified themes have been classified into
two categories under the title the propellants and inhibitors of ethnic activ-
ism. The propellants and inhibitors of ethnic activism are: 1. The Instrumen-
talization of ethnicity that refers to the use of ethnocentrism in the political
arena by managers and local political leaders. 2. Ethnic frequentism, which
is caused by the large population of the tribe, is a determining factor in gain-
ing political power. 3. The convergence of cultural challenges describes a
situation caused by the simultaneous existence of several cultural challenges
that intensify ethnocentrism. 4. Organizational ethnocentrism is based on
nepotism and hiring unqualified people in administrative positions. 5. The
feeling of discrimination caused by comparing the amount of difference in
receiving urban welfare services with non-Bakhtiari neighborhoods. 6. Po-
litical polarization, which refers to a situation in which people are divided
into two completely opposite groups. 7. Physical spatial ethnocentrism that
is caused by non-Bakhtiaris’ sense of belonging, superiority and ownership
towards the city. 8. Ethnic socialization is caused by social training in imme-
diate environments.

The inhibitors of ethnic activism are the factors that reduce the formation
and prevent the expansion and reproduction of ethnic actions. 1. Cultural re-
lations refer to inter-ethnic relations and citizenship culture. 2. Acceptance
of others, which refers to the degree of acceptance of others through having a
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network of trans-ethnic friends, sociability and internalization of citizenship
culture. 3. Intertwined social relations refer to the reduction of ethnic actions
due to having neighborhood relations, spatial relations, dialogue and inter-
action of ethnic groups with each other, and the communication of different
ethnic groups with each other. 4. Good governance refers to the pattern of
performance and behavior of political officials in legalism. 5. Improving the
quality of life, which refers to livelihood changes, cultural improvement and
economic components such as a suitable economic situation.

4. Conclusion

In general, in our country, until the early 20th century, the governments
mainly had a tribal and ethnic origin, and the power system had a localistic
and monopolistic nature and did not recognize the right of personal choice
for the members. Ethnic activism has harmful and destructive effects in the
field of politics and citizenship. The incompatible role of this kind of culture
on the patterns of activism and political participation of citizens, especially
in the elections of the Parliament and the Islamic Council, is evident. Its
result in the field of politics is the disruption in the rational decision-making
process of the voters and consequently the disruption or weakening of the
decision-making institution at the national level. The reduction and weak-
ening of this model of activity depends on the creation of contexts where
rational actions come to the fore. In this regard, reforming the methods of
distribution of political and economic opportunities, reforming the methods
of selecting political and administrative officials, as well as reviewing the re-
cruitment pattern and administrative processes that facilitate and encourage
particularism should be put on the agenda.

Keywords: Ethnic Activism, Prejudice, Ethnocentrism, Tribal Preferences,
Incompatibility of Institution.
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