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Abstract

Although Iranian social sciences in recent years have opened a new chapter on
the study of subordination and addressed this subject, but few studies in this
field have addressed the mechanism of subordination. In this article, through
an ethnographic field study, we seek to study the status of urban subalterns
(informal labor forces) in Sanandaj and its suburbs in order to show a corner
of the mechanism of falling into the subordination status and how to face this
mechanism. We have also sought to formulate a concept that would explain
the situation of the subordinate citizens of Sanandji and especially the informal
labor force. Data collection has been done based on field research techniques
including observations, conversations and participation or presence in daily life
and library studies. Our conceptual lens is based on the concepts of Assef Bayat,
Michel Foucault, Mbembe and Standing. This study shows that the subjugation
mechanism has fueled citizens to fall into the abyss of subjugation and peripher-
alization through widespread dispossession of citizens in the form of historical/
economic and social policies and programs. This research shows how the gen-
eration of biopower encourages the subjugation of citizens and how it threatens
the life and work of the workforce even in the informal sector.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In Iran, “structural adjustment policies” inspired by global policies were im-
plemented with a little delay and at a slower pace than the global trend since
the early 70s, and increased the number of informal and marginalized groups
such as the unemployed, seasonal workers, and street workers. Authoritarian
logic and unbalanced policies of the government and hegemony and mar-
ket abuse are the two currents dominating the lives of citizens that fuel the
mechanism that sinks citizens more and more into the abyss of inferiority
day by day. In this article, an attempt has been made to study the logic of
the forces ruling the city of Sanandaj and its suburbs with an ethnographic
approach.

Scheper- Hughes (1995) once emphasized ethnographic studies to demon-
strate the “ethical and political commitment” to exposing organized violence.
Based on this critical tradition, this article highlights the economic, political
and social mechanisms that are implemented in the heart and historical con-
text and lead many lives to destruction. Economic, political and ideological
approaches and policies in the last two decades and their intended and un-
intended consequences in shaping the current face of Iranian society have
been of great and undeniable importance. ““ subalterns™ and their situation
are today’s problem and a part of the society, and we cannot deny it and
there is no way to avoid it. Despite all this, today’s issue of subalterns and
the daily falling of a part of the society into this class cannot be explained
with a rule and a single line. In this research, with an ethnographic approach,
we look at the informal life of subalterns in a sample of areas (informal set-
tlements in Sanandaj and the suburbs) that have been formed in the last three
decades as a result of specific economic and political development policies.
This research is trying to show what relationships and arrangement of forces
created this situation while conducting an ethnographic study in the informal
life layers among the residents of this city. What strategies and patterns of
resistance do the subordinates use against these procedures? And how do the
downtrodden create their life and work despite the pressures and hardships
of life and livelihood?

2. Methodology

This research employed a qualitative methodology, utilizing the ethnograph-
ic method. Ethnography is rooted in the research tradition that considers
everyday life and entering into it as the most suitable window for study-
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ing social phenomena. The purpose of using this approach is to express the
events and adventures that subalterns experienced in a certain historical pe-
riod. And indeed, it is called “ethnographic fieldwork™. The “life story” of
ordinary people helps to see them in relation to the economic and social
trends of their time. The methods of data collection and their analysis in
ethnography, more than other researches, depend on the questions and con-
ditions of the field. Daily life is an area from which one can extract econom-
ic, political and social historical mechanisms and trends and discover their
specific logic. Therefore, when the daily life of the activists is studied, the
macro structures of the society such as the government and the market are
also examined at the same time.

The main focus of the study is the city of Sanandaj and its suburbs (Abba-
sabad, Kanikouzle, Ghafoor, Asawleh, Dushan and Nanleh). Data with the
main techniques of data collection in ethnography through participatory ob-
servation, “listening to the situation” and direct observation were collected.

3. Findings

This research showed that in the city of Sanandaj, we are facing a field
where, in a historical period of several decades, in different countries and
with the emergence of modern nation-states, various policies have ruled
over Kurdistan. This situation, in combination with indicators of economic
misery, has been subjected to increasing inequality, inferiority and pushing
the citizens of Sanandji to the margins and living and working informal-
ly. The fact is that Sanandaj is the scene of the conflict of forces. Forces
that each seek their own political and institutional interests and encroach
on the city. This hand-wringing is evident in the life of the workforce. Al-
though the city of Sanandaj, in terms of culture, has a well-known field
and a center of culture and music and many cultural factors in its honors,
but these honors and titles should not make citizens, experts, and scientif-
ic and academic figures unaware of the inferior mechanisms of this city.
The people of the outskirts of Sanandaj have experienced severe institution-
al discrimination for decades. One of the most important manifestations of
systematic discrimination in Kurdistan, and especially in Sanandaj, is wide-
spread poverty and the marginalization of citizens. During the field work,
there were many times when the residents compared themselves with other
cities of the country and even their work and life situation with other neigh-
borhoods of Sanandaj. In this local and national comparison, people usually
considered the government and the policy-making institutions to be respon-
sible for poverty and inequality and the first-tier accused. When the residents

95


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jspi.15.4.3
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24766933.1403.15.4.3.6
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3725-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jspi.khu.ac.ir on 2026-05-31 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24766933.1403.15.4.3.6 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/spi.15.4.3]

¢/
Social Problems of Iran, 15(4), Winter 2025 }/

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

of the studied neighborhoods (Abbasabad, Ghafoor, Kanikozle and Asaule,
Dushan and Nanleh) compared themselves with other northern neighbor-
hoods of the city, they openly talked about some kind of violence against
them at the national and local levels. In contrast to discrimination and pe-
ripheralization at the national level, there is also a kind of local non-recogni-
tion that determined the basis of the approach and the way of looking at the
institutions. Among the institutional non-recognition at the local level, the
lack or lack of existing per capita and infrastructure (economic and labor,
cultural, health and hygiene, etc.) was evident in the narratives of the citizens
of these localities. These lacks have caused the residents of these neighbor-
hoods to think that they have been subjected to discrimination and violence
and have been neglected. this study shows that the subjugation mechanism
has fueled citizens to fall into the abyss of subjugation and peripheraliza-
tion through widespread dispossession of citizens in the form of historical/
economic and social policies and programs. This research shows how the
generation of biopower encourages the subjugation of citizens and how it
threatens the life and work of the workforce even in the informal sector.

4. Conclusion

In a general summary, it can be said that in a historical, political/economic
and social context and through the policies that have dealt with Kurdistan
from the center, it has fueled various types of widespread property expropri-
ation. From agrarian reforms to policies called development, and of course
to power, which can actually be called a kind of local extortion; Until the
neoliberal policies in Kurdistan. These extensive property expropriations
have acted as a historical mechanism whose results and consequences in
every historical period have been the subjugation of the local people and
the informalization of the work force’s life. In other words, with the imple-
mentation of the policy of marginalization and alienation, it has witnessed
widespread looting of local resources and, on the other hand, expropriation
of the rights and lives of citizens, which has resulted in the gathering of a
large number of local people in subalterns. This situation is not normal and
should not be ignored.

Keywords: Subordination, mechanism, dispossession, ethnography, infor-
mal life.
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