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Abstract

The main issue of the present article is the changes in the field of social values
(from the people’s point of view) aimed at the desired government, which has
been addressed with two main goals; 1. Finding these values in today’s Irani-
an society; and 2. Identifying and prioritizing the driving forces affecting their
change in the next decade. In terms of methodology, it is a forward-looking
and applied research, based on the critical realism paradigm. From qualitative
content analysis methods, ecology and S.T.E.E.P.V model, interaction analysis;
library study techniques, open coding, expert panel, Likert scale questionnaire,
interaction matrix and MicMac software; and purposive sampling, snowball,
and available experts are used. The findings in response to the first question
indicate that democracy, meritocracy, optimal performance, transparency, legal-
ity, accountability, rational legitimacy of government, all-round development
and problem solving, prosperity, security, existence of civil institutions, flow
free information and the possibility of participation and making demands, re-
ducing corruption, justice and freedom in various fields, independence, and in-
ternational dignity, existing social values (from the people’s point of view) are
aimed at the desired government. In response to the second question, the find-
ings show that the three drivers of the emergence of the elite class after the war
and the revelation of the symbols and signs of wealth and its confrontation with
the values of the 1979 revolution, the absence of a suitable space for express-
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ing the people’s wishes and the lack of fulfillment their demands in the laws,
structure and context of government, as well as reading and radical and funda-
mentalist interpretation of religion by the government are the most influential
drivers on the change of social values (from the people’s point of view) aimed
at the desired government. In addition, the 7 drivers such as “lack of desirable
governance components”, “existence of discrimination, inequality and injus-
tice”, “concealment, lying, hypocrisy and lack of transparency in the behavior
and speech of the officials”, “reducing the role of expert elites and increasing
the role of non-specialist supporters (government)”, “existence of corruption”,
unfavorable performance and inefficiency of political and administrative struc-
tures” and “all kinds of gaps” have the potential to join the category of the key

drivers affecting the change of values..

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

In Iran, the Tobacco Movement, the Constitutional Revolution and later the
Islamic Revolution represented a trend in the country’s history that until then
seemed unprecedented in the context of an authoritarian and ruling regime:
changing the role of the people and their demands on the government. Even
after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the protests of different social class-
es and groups dealing with different issues reflect a change in values and the
people’s expectations of the government. Since the values of human societies,
including people’s values towards the ideal government, are constantly evolv-
ing dynamically, especially in a transitional society like Iran, we must have a
vision for the future if we want to actively shape it rather than passively accept
it. This study, which combines a sociological and a future-oriented perspective,
attempts to answer two main questions: 1- What are the social values (from the
people’s point of view) regarding the ideal government in Iranian society to-
day? And 2- What factors will influence the changes in social values (from the
people’s point of view) in relation to the ideal government in Iran in the 1410s?

2. Method

This research is an interdisciplinary study that is a mixture of sociology and fu-
turology. Its objective is descriptive and applied, its time frame is cross-section-
al, and its future-oriented approach is exploratory. The paradigm of this study is
critical realism. The answer to the first question was obtained using qualitative
content analysis, library research and a two-stage coding technique - initial and
focused. The answer to the second question was sought with a future-oriented
approach using cross-impact analysis. The identification of the factors and vari-
ables within the system - or driving forces - was conducted using an environ-

50


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jspi.15.3.49
https://jspi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3658-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jspi.khu.ac.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jspi.15.3.49]

EffectiveDriversforChangingSocialValuesAimedatDesiredGovernmentinToday'slran

mental scanning method. This process involved library research and two stages
of open coding, which together identified 79 driving forces. Key driving forces
were determined through a Likert-scale questionnaire, and feedback from an
expert panel narrowed this down to 17 essential driving forces. The identifica-
tion and analysis of the relationships among these driving forces were analyzed
using a cross-impact matrix, which comprised a 17x17 matrix of the selected
driving forces, incorporating insights from the expert panel. The results of this
analysis were processed using MicMac software.

3. Findings

The findings related to the first question indicate that, in contemporary Iranian
society, the social values (from the people’s point of view) associated with an
ideal government encompass the following elements: institutionalized democ-
racy; justice and reducing gaps in various areas like gender, economic, judicial,
legal, ethnic, political, social; freedom in various domains such as expression,
after expression, use of media, religious beliefs, and thoughts; comprehensive
development and increasing well-being; economic welfare, wealth creation, and
reducing dependence on oil revenues; security - economic, personal, territorial,
moral; active presence of civil institutions - right to form associations, parties,
and various professional, political, and social groups; free flow of information
and access to independent media and new communication and economic tech-
nologies; honesty and transparency in government actions; reducing corruption;
efficient and effective governance structures; accountability and responsibility
of officials; solving fundamental issues and crises, and reducing social harms;
legitimacy based on rational and democratic norms; meritocracy and the ro-
tation of elites; sustainable and positive relations with the global community;
international credibility and prestige; peace and ethical living; providing the
infrastructure for participation, criticism, demand-making, and legal and practi-
cal oversight; independence and non-dependence; rule of law and governance.
The findings regarding the second question were obtained through sever-
al stages. After identifying and refining the driving forces, a total of 79 were
categorized into 11 groups based on the S.T.E.E.P.V model - social, political,
economic, cognitive, environmental, cultural, international, demographic, sci-
entific, religious, and foreign policy. In the subsequent stage, 17 key driving
forces were identified from the Likert-scale questionnaire, comprising one reli-
gious-political factor 5.8%, one social factor 5.8%, two cultural factors 11.7%,
two economic factors 11.7%, and 11 political factors 64.7%, all directly related
to the issue at hand. Among these driving forces, 8 were classified as trends, 7
as challenges, and 2 as crises. The findings from the MicMac analysis revealed
that 5 variables emerged as the most influential and critical driving forces with-
in the system:
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*  “The emergence of an aristocratic class after the war, accompanied by the
display of symbols of wealth, in contrast to the values upheld by the 1979
revolution” - cultural-political trend.

*  “The absence of a proper space for expressing people’s demands and the
failure to realize these demands in laws, structures, and the framework of
government” - political trend.

*  “The government’s radical and fundamentalist interpretation of religion” -
religious-political trend.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research, contemporary Iranian society has 21
desired values for what it would consider an ideal government. Moreover, three
key driving forces highlight critical issues: following the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, there has been a lack of adequate mechanisms for grievance redress
and the addressing of people’s complaints. The government has demonstrated
indifference toward the presence and demands of the people, including their
rights and real needs. Civil institutions and professional associations remain
weak, political parties are either ineffective or dismissed, and grassroots orga-
nizations, along with academic and professional associations, exert minimal in-
fluence on social oversight. Additionally, the neglect of small-scale protests has
contributed to the disillusionment of youth with politics, driving them to create
alternative spaces for self-expression and the realization of their lifestyles. Fur-
thermore, the conditions necessary for participation, the fulfillment of demands,
and other such values, are part of the social values (from the people’s perspec-
tive) related to the ideal government. The failure to reflect the people’s values,
the inability to seize opportunities, and the adherence to a specific discourse
-evident in the second and third driving forces- may catalyze a shift in these
values. According to the findings, these elements are among the most signif-
icant influences. Conversely, it appears that the dominance of a fundamental-
ist and extremist discourse has eroded the government’s legitimacy, shifting it
away from rational-legal legitimacy - a social value that aligns with the people’s
conception of an ideal government - toward traditional legitimacy. The combi-
nation of these factors has set or will set conditions for generations before they
reach adulthood. According to Inglehart and his colleagues, it will influence
their values after they reach adulthood

Keywords: Future Research, Change Of Values, Values Aimed At Optimal Gov-
ernance, Cross Impact Analysis, Key Drivers, Micmac Software.
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