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Abstract

Social collapse is one of the ideas related to the problem of social solidarity in
Iran, which has entered the analytical space of Iran society since the late 90s by
some claimants and has been favored again with the intensification of tensions
and contradictions in recent years. In this article, based on the approach of social
constructionism, the claims made regarding social collapse have been analyzed
and critically evaluated. To achieve this goal, the text is arranged in three parts;
In the first part, with an overview of the literature of social collapse in the wider
global sphere, the distinctions of its application in the domestic literature are
emphasized. In the second part, the different social and political contexts of the
formation of the concept of social collapse within the broader approach of think-
ing about decadence and how it is found in the analysis of Iran society are in the
focus of discussion. Finally, through a critical review of claims related to the idea
of social collapse, the way to construct the said idea is discussed. The results
of this study showed that the idea of social collapse lacks precise theoretical
and conceptual implications and has been formulated in the public space of Iran
society in the form of “problem claim” with the aim of sensitizing the political
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system to review macro policies and governance. However, the predominance of
“pathological approach to society” along with “accusing the political institution
of creating the problem” has prevented the mentioned idea from entering social
policy. The article clarifies that the idea of social collapse, in addition to not
having many conceptual and political achievements and is sterile and stuttering
in terms of presenting a solution, through the expansion of “exaggerated and dra-
matic” literature, in addition to giving priority to “analysis and practice based on
The political” It is practically organized against The social and society.

Keywords: Social Collapse, Solidarity, Society, State, Social Constructionism.

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

In recent years, affected by the acceleration of the process of social and
political changes, as well as the occurrence of large-scale protest events,
we have witnessed the formation or strengthening of the ideas of the weak-
ening and vulnerability of the components of social solidarity and cohe-
sion in Iran, in which some of the claimants express their concern and fear
of the process. Specifically, one of the conceptual paths taken by some
sociologists and social researchers in the past two decades to analyze the
Iranian society in the face of serious social and political tensions has been
the creation of a idea called social collapse. In philosophy and social theo-
ry, the existence of solidarity and stability in society is considered natural,
along with the existence of changes and some contradictions. Iran’s soci-
ety is also full of diverse bonds and interminglings that contain some ten-
sions and contradictions. Accordingly, against any type of claim that has
an absolute emphasis on convergence or divergence in society, it should
be viewed with a critical point of view. The claim of social collapse is
placed in this logic due to its exaggerated approach regarding social soli-
darity .The review of the literature formed around the idea of collapse also
shows some procedures of “problematization” beyond its adaptation to the
reality, which is specifically under “claiming the problem” and “creating
a social problem”. Accordingly, in this article, an attempt will be made to
analyze and evaluate the idea of social collapse under the analytical tools
of social constructionism.
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In Defense of Society; Critical Analysis of the Idea of Social Collapse in Iran

2. Method

The article has a constructionist approach to the field under study, in which,
while paying attention to the social and objective contexts, what is relevant
is the way the problem is constructed (describing the problem, explaining
the reasons, finding the culprits and presenting a solution) by the claimants
based on various strategies. In terms of method, the main focus of the ar-
ticle has been on systematic-narrative literature review with emphasis on
critical review. In this regard, the works of Iranian social sciences regard-
ing the problem of social collapse during the past two decades have been
the collection and analysis units of this review. In order to collect data,
from the study of the documentary literature of all the books, articles and
materials published in the public space of the country by social science ac-
tivists during the past two decades on the topic of the article and focusing
on the keywords “social collapse”, “social rupture” and “social decline”.
Used .In order to select the texts for review, emphasis has been placed on
the literatures that have a place in a more general theoretical and political
system in addition to the pathological view of Iran society. Finally, the
reviewed sources have been combined and analyzed narratively.

3. Findings

The main part of the debates presented around the idea of social collapse
is not by professional academic researchers, but by social and political
analysts with the aim of creating normative sensitivity to achieve some
reforms. The main claim of the idea of social collapse is the destruction
of the bonds of society at the individual and institutional levels. At the
same time, many of the claims regarding social collapse are actually under
the problematic of Durkheim’s social anomie, which is expressed in an
exaggerated form. The claimants of this idea have used various strategies
such as relying on previous issues, generalization and fear-mongering for
their argument, and in explaining the problem and drawing a solution, they
have focused on the institutions and social activists who have focused on
government reforms. From an ontological point of view, one of the presup-
positions of the idea of social collapse is the understanding of society as
a coherent, functional and coherent whole. The attachment of the idea of
collapse to the assumption of a coherent society makes any kind of change,
conflict and conflict considered a sign of the destruction or weakening of
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the society. The acute critical and pathological approach to Iran society
has serious critics who try to analyze the current situation in the form of
concepts such as society in transition, social disorder or social changes.

4. Conclusion

The idea of social collapse has been able to ride the wave of protests in
recent years and become established in the analytical discourses of Iran
society. However, this idea lacks precise theoretical and conceptual im-
plications and has been formulated in the public space of Iran society, in
the form of “problem claims”, with the aim of sensitizing the political
system to review macro policies and governance. In addition to this, the
above-mentioned idea has not been able to organize a successful and pur-
poseful claim for undertaking a new social policy due to the prevalence of
an absolute pathological view of the Iran society along with “accusing the
political institution of creating the problem”. This idea has some signifi-
cant consequences and effects; From a methodological point of view, this
idea has a value-analytical bias and exaggeration influenced by the ideal-
istic understanding of society. Regarding its pragmatic consequences, we
can also mention forms of complicity with existing approaches in public
policies, in which society is considered as an object exposed to tension and
damage that needs intervention, manipulation and organization. Finally, it
must be acknowledged that the formulation of the idea of social collapse
is such that it can only increase collective concerns, and due to the disillu-
sionment and social and political failure of the claimants, there will be no
escape from joining other alternatives in the future.
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