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Abstract

Sociologists and psychologists consider identity as a flexible and changeable
phenomenon that is formed and reconstructed by social relationships and interac-
tion. The aim of the research is to study the experience circumstances of people’s
identities at every period of using drugs that is on one hand, with what kinds of
identities do they get involved with this phenomenon? On the other hand, how
do they manage and reconstruct their identities after absorbing in sub-culture of
using drugs? To reach the aim of the study, two men and women’s history lives
have been analyzed by life history method and theoretical sampling according to
Clandinin and Conley’s analysis method and using Symbolic Interactionism the-
oretical perspective. The findings have led to extract a four-step pattern including
the individual’s exclusion from the society, renewed reintegration with the society,
stigma management, and identity redefinition that the addicts’ identities have been
transformed at every of these steps. The results of this study have showed that on
one hand, how can an excluded identity involve individuals in using drugs? And
how can addicts obtain self-assertion and identity by joining the sub-culture for
identity problems. On the other hand, how can the addicts’ identities be recon-
structed and transformed at every period of life (tendency to use drugs, integration
with sub-culture, stigma management and during therapy).
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