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Abstract

The redefinition and reproduction of 'woman' as 'a subject of honour' and subsequent-
ly, ‘femicide in the name of honour' is common in most societies and countries around
the world. The phenomenon of femicide in the name of honour occurs in honour-based
cultures and patriarchal societies. The aim of this research is to discover and examine
the reasons for the emergence of the phenomenon of 'femicide in the name of honour'
from the perspective of its survivors in Sardasht City. The conceptual framework of
the research includes the theories of 'social learmning', 'gender socialisation', ‘patriarchy’,
'Foucault's disciplinary society', and 'Deleuze's society of control'. The current research
employed a qualitative approach and used semi-structured interviews for data collection
until theoretical saturation was reached. The thematic analysis approach by Braun and
Clarke (2006) was used to extract and analyse the findings. The results obtained from
15 interviews, which were collected using purposive and snowball sampling methods,
include 164 initial concepts, 18 sub-themes, and 4 main themes: 'Gendered socialisa-
tion against women', 'Social construction of the object of honour', 'Male dominance', and
'Panoptic-controlling society'. It can be said that the phenomenon of femicide, referred
to as honour, from the perspective of the survivors (the families of the victims and the
perpetrators) as participants in the research, originates from a background and context of
anti-feminine socialisation aimed at controlling and subjugating women. This, combined
with the objectification of women in terms of honour, becomes a reality alongside the
expansion and strengthening of patriarchy in a controlling-surveillant society.
Keywords: Honour, Femicide, Honour killing, Femicide in the name of honour, Vio-
lence against women.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Honor killing is one of the most severe and brutal crimes against women
(Gill, 2006; Heydari et al., 2021: 88). It refers to a specific form of homi-
cide committed by family members against a woman, ostensibly in order to
protect or restore the “honor” of the family. The causes of honor killings of
women include: refusal of an arranged marriage; falling in love with some-
one deemed unacceptable by the family; loss of virginity outside marriage;
premarital pregnancy; infidelity; extramarital relationships; requesting a di-
vorce; demanding custody of children after divorce; leaving the family or
becoming independent without permission; and being a victim of sexual as-
sault (Gill, 2002, 2017: 153—154; Kaur and Byard, 2023: 537). In fact, honor
killings represent the most aggressive and prominent form of honor-based
violence, in which family reputation and dignity are “restored” by killing a
member of the family (Dewantari, 2016; Loza, 2022: 372).

In one sense, honor killings constitute a form of “domestic terrorism” (Ches-
ler, 2010). This concept may be extended to argue that they also embody a
form of “social terrorism,” involving the complicity of diverse social, polit-
ical-legal, cultural, and ideological structures. The tragic aspect of femicide
in the name of honor is that, within a misogynistic and patriarchal system,
women are defined as commodities, objects, and instruments for safeguard-
ing family, tribal, or clan honor. This objectifying and dehumanizing per-
spective paves the way for multiple forms of violence against women, among
which femicide in the name of honor is the most extreme. Equally horrifying
is the complicity of most social structures, institutions, and communal ele-
ments in such violence and killings, which significantly contributes to their
persistence and expansion.

In general, given that in different regions and cities of Kurdistan, West Azer-
baijan, Kermanshah, and Ilam, dozens of cases of femicide in the name of
honor occur every year, and this inhumane phenomenon still prevails in
Kurdish society, Sardasht County is no exception. As such, by analyzing
the data and information published by Human Rights Organizations, from
2020 to 2025, more than ten women and girls in Sardasht were murdered in
the name of honor by their husbands, family members, or close relatives.
Accordingly, the objectives of this study are twofold: first, to explore and
identify the contexts and conditions contributing to violence against wom-
en—especially femicide—and second, to examine the circumstances and
factors reinforcing honor-based violence from the perspective of survivors.
This study therefore seeks to address the following research questions from
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the standpoint of survivors of honor killings (families of both the victims and
perpetrators): What social contexts and conditions lead to violence against
women, particularly honor killings, in Sardasht? Furthermore, what under-
lying reasons contribute to the persistence and occurrence of such killings?

2. Methodology

This research employed a qualitative approach using thematic analysis.
The sampling method was purposive and snowball sampling. Semi-struc-
tured interviews were conducted with 15 survivors of honor killings (in-
cluding families of both victims and perpetrators) residing in Sardasht. With
informed consent, interviews were recorded, ranging between 80 and 120
minutes in duration. The recordings were transcribed, repeatedly reviewed,
and prepared for the coding process. Thematic analysis was then conducted
based on Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase framework. In line with this
framework, the interview transcripts were first carefully studied. In the sec-
ond stage, initial concepts and codes were independently extracted by the re-
searchers. Subsequently, the researchers collaborated to identify sub-themes
and overarching main themes.

3. Findings

The analysis of the interviews yielded 164 initial codes, 18 sub-themes, and
ultimately 4 main themes: “Gendered socialisation against women,” “So-
cial construction of the object of honour,” “Male dominance,” and “Panop-
tic-controlling society.”

4. Conclusion

Honor killings occur in societies structured around honor-based cultural
norms and patriarchal systems. It is important to note, however, that the
existence of a social issue such as honor killings within a segment of a so-
ciety’s culture cannot be generalized to the society’s culture as a whole. In
fact, the exaggeration of such practices and the social and identity-based
stigmatization by dominant and central societies against marginalized and
subordinate ones—often accompanied by the minimization of the same is-
sue within dominant societies—reflects the influence of racist and fascist
approaches in prevailing discourses. The findings related to the themes of
“Gendered socialisation against women” and “Social construction of the ob-
ject of honour” resonate with Social Learning Theory, the Cycle of Violence,
intergenerational transmission, and Gendered Socialisation Theory. In prac-
tice, gender roles, cycles and transmission of violence, as well as gendered
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socialisation, are instilled in girls and boys from early childhood. In this
process, girls learn to embody the family’s honor and dignity by adopting
submissive and subordinate gender roles under the authority of the family.
Conversely, boys are socialised to be independent, dominant, and powerful,
exercising control and authority over the opposite sex. Moreover, the phe-
nomenon of the cycle of violence and its transmission within families—as
behavioral patterns normalized to enforce the subjugation of girls and wom-
en—continues to persist. Moreover, femicide represents the darkest mani-
festation of society’s fear of change and the perceived erosion of patriarchal
control. The hidden motivation behind such killings lies in reinforcing male
dominance and silencing anyone who seeks to break free from patriarchal
frameworks. Thus, the control of women functions as a symbol of mascu-
line power in value systems grounded in honor. In this sense, femicide in
the name of honor becomes a public demonstration of patriarchal power. In
normative systems rooted in honor and patriarchal hegemony, women are
constantly monitored and controlled by family members, neighbors, rela-
tives, and the broader community. Surveillance and monitoring by family
members and society, followed by the spread of rumors, gossip, and norma-
tive pressures from others, serve to reinforce and intensify the punishment
of women, ultimately leading to violence and, in some cases, their murder.
Within such societies, resembling a panoptic-controlling society, women
remain under perpetual surveillance and control. This control becomes so
pervasive that women internalize it, acting as self-surveilling and self-reg-
ulating subjects. In sum, from the perspective of survivors (families of both
victims and perpetrators), honor-based femicide emerges from a context
of gendered socialisation aimed at controlling and subordinating women.
Through the objectification of women as bearers of honor, coupled with the
reinforcement of patriarchal dominance within a surveillance-based society,
this phenomenon becomes a lived and brutal reality.

Keywords: Honour, Femicide, Honour killing, Femicide in the name of
honour, Violence against women.
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