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Abstract

The discursive representation of the issue of addiction and addicted subjects in
Iranian cinema and their relationship with the social relations of their time has
undergone major changes in the decades after the Islamic Revolution. Using
Foucault’s discourse analysis method, this article investigates how the subject of
addiction and drug addicts is represented and its changes in the movies of the
post-revolutionary years. In line with this goal, five prominent films (Tighe and
Abrisham, Bad and Shaghaieq, Boutique, Cantauri, Abed and Yak Roz), each of
which represented a period of historical-political changes of the last four decades
in the representation of addiction and the subject arising from it, to the purposeful
sampling method has been chosen for discourse analysis. The findings showed
that in the early years of the revolution, the representation of addiction in movies
was mainly done in the form of a political-revolutionary agenda and with the
support of governmental institutions to manage and reduce addiction. But in the
following decades, these representations got out of official control and led to the
proliferation of discourses that sometimes contradicted the original goals. In gen-
eral, although Iranian cinema has tried to provide a new understanding of the issue
of addiction and the subject of the addict in line with the evolution of power and
its related discourse actions in each period; At the same time, he has also sought to
rethink the problem of addiction through his representations and establish a new
way of thinking about the aforementioned theme thanks to the image. These rep-
resentations have had a significant impact on social perception, cultural policies,
and public perception of drug addicts. This article emphasizes the importance of
historical analysis of Cinematic discourses to better understand the relationship of
addiction with power relations, culture, and politics.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The issue of drug addiction is one of the subjects that has always been raised
in the world cinema and has been the focus of movies. In Iranian cinema, the
subject of addiction is one of the old subjects, and addicts have always been
prominent characters in popular Iranian films, both before and after the rev-
olution. A brief review of cinematic narratives shows that Iranian films have
presented the subject of drug addiction in various forms and presented dif-
ferent characterizations of addicts. Also, these films present different expla-
nations and discourses about the issue of addiction, and present different and
sometimes contradictory beliefs and thoughts about the behaviors of drug
addicts, and their relationships with ordinary people take different forms.
The aim of the present study is to investigate how the subject of addiction
is discursively represented in post-revolutionary films and to trace the his-
torical changes and developments of this subject. To achieve this goal, five
films from five historical-political periods after the revolution have been
purposefully selected and discursively examined. The main question is, first,
how has the issue and subject of drug addiction been discussed or discur-
sively represented in post-revolutionary films, and second, how have these
representations changed over time in terms of changes in social and political
relations?

2. Methodology

The statistical population in this film is all the films released in Iranian cin-
ema after the revolution, in which the issues related to drug addiction and
drug addicts were among the main subjects and axes of narrative and charac-
terization in them. In this research, first, the time period after the revolution
will be divided into five periods of sacred defense, construction, reforms,
fundamentalism and moderation, and then among about 60 films made
about the issue of drug use. Narcotics In all of these courses, five key films
(one film from each course) are selected by purposeful sampling and be sub-
ject to discourse analysis in order to match the evolution of power relations
and actions. A related discourse, a new understanding of addiction and the
subject of the addict should be presented.
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3. Findings

In the findings section of the research, it was observed how the discourse
ruling the sixties and its related developments played a significant role in the
representation of the subject of addiction in the movie “Razor and Silk”. The
experience of war, the migration of elites, the discourse related to anti-arro-
gance and the international mafia were all effective in the way the images
were arranged and provided thinking about the issue of addiction within the
scope of this discourse space. A decade later, when the atmosphere of war is
removed and a new era begins, the way of treating the subject of addiction
changes according to the change in the composition of the forces and the
overall discourse environment. The movie “Bad and Anemone” is an ex-
ample of this recent situation. In the movie “Boutique”, which was released
in the early eighties, we see the representation of addiction both among the
upper classes and among the lower classes. This theme is somehow repeated
in the movie Centauri. Although the artist’s life and his ruin are represented
in the text of these relationships with more complexity and elegance. In the
movie “Forever and a Day”, which was made in the nineties, addiction and
the subject of the addict are represented in a family and class framework, to
the extent that this situation is shown to be the cause of the collapse of the
family and the desperation of a class.

4. Conclusion

Movies are also a tool for producing discourse to influence audiences and
guide public opinion. This important feature of cinema prompted Iran’s po-
litical rulers in the years following the Islamic Revolution to use this tool
to spread revolutionary and religious ideas. With the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, the issue of drug addiction was considered one of the important
topics and objects for revolutionary discourse and action, and the govern-
ment and revolutionary forces sought to combat it until it was completely
eliminated from the social arena. In the meantime, cinema could have been
a powerful tool in this great and revolutionary confrontation. However, al-
though the discursive representation of addiction in movies was encouraged
and supported at the beginning of the Islamic Revolution as a political-rev-
olutionary agenda to help solve the problems of drug addiction, later the
control of these representations was lost from the hands of the revolutionary
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government and it was subjected to a proliferation of discourses - even in
the opposite direction. Discourses that in some films do not act to condemn
drugs and addiction, but to show their attractiveness. The discursive repre-
sentation of the subject of addiction is a double-edged sword that may either
flow in favor of the ruling policies or be used to criticize and oppose these
policies. However, it seems that although Iranian films have attempted to
present a new understanding of addiction and the addicted subject in accor-
dance with the developments in power relations and its associated discursive
practices, they have also sought to establish a new way of thinking about the
aforementioned theme thanks to the image. However, what can be traced
in this process is the ideological nature of film and, in particular, a medi-
um such as cinema in its specific representation of the subject of addiction,
which, although it is reworked every time, has not been independent of the
relations of culture, power, and hegemonic routines of everyday life in each
period.

Key Words: Iranian cinema, addiction subject, discourse analysis, discur-
sive representation.
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