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Abstract

In recent years, the number of child labor has increased in Ahvaz, and among
these children, the activity of garbage children has grown significantly. Garbage
pickers at different hours of the day and night, holding a sack, wheelbarrow, or
using three-wheel motors and other similar devices, search in trash cans or gar-
bage bags and packages at the door of houses. In this research, an attempt has
been made to evaluate the lived experience of these waste pickers and provide
a more accurate understanding of their situation in Ahvaz city. In the current re-
search, according to the topic and nature of the research, the qualitative method
and the interpretive phenomenological approach have been used. Various strate-
gies such as long participation in the platform, rich description, confirmation of
participants, peer review, etc. were used to validate the data. The main categories
extracted include social gradients, economic failure of culture, poor health of
working children, weak support from guardian institutions, hope for change and
the possibility of horizontal social mobility, considering garbage collection as an
honorable job and a sense of pride, being exposed to risky behaviors. Children
were working. The main result of the research is based on the fact that littering is
affected by different issues and should not be understood only economically. In
addition, a significant part of the street working children live in the suburbs and
many of them have a family member or relative.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The situation of children’s work in Iran has always been one of the main chal-
lenges of society and governance, as the report of the Majlis Research Center
entitled “Working and street children in Iran”, emphasizing the importance of
childhood and its irreplaceable role in people’s identity, He has condemned any
work and activity that causes disturbance in the growth and skill-learning process
of children. According to the latest statistical yearbook, more than 34% of the
population of Khuzestan province is currently made up of children and adoles-
cents under 18 years of age. This figure is more than the national average. The
quality of education and life of this population is the most important variable
affecting the future of this province and the country of Iran. In this connection,
due to the economic conditions and the decline of the middle class along with the
continuation of the phenomenon of migration from rural to urban areas, Khuz-
estan province has been placed in the first place of marginalization in the country,
which unfortunately has caused the marginalized areas in this province, especial-
ly the city of Ahvaz, to Centers to be built for working children.

2. Method

In the current research, qualitative methodology and interpretive phenomeno-
logical method were used. The phenomenological method deals with uncover-
ing the nature of meaning hidden in experiences. The goal of the researcher is
to understand the meaning of the experience in the same way that the person
experienced it. The key principles of phenomenology are the subjective experi-
ences of people and the meaning they give to their living world. In the current
research, the method of interpretive phenomenology was used. The purpose of
interpretive phenomenological analysis is to provide a descriptive description of
the studied phenomenon based on the careful analysis of the participants’ empir-
ical knowledge. In such an approach, no predetermined theory will be imposed
on the understanding and knowledge of the participants. The participants of the
current study were street working children of the center of Khuzestan province
between the ages of 7 and 18 in 1402 who were working in the streets of the city
(collecting recyclable waste, smoking pecans, washing car windows, hawking,
etc.) The purposeful sampling method was chosen. This sampling method reflects
techniques that rely on the researcher’s judgment and methodological process
in selecting units (such as individuals, cases/organizations, events). In total, a
significant number of children were interviewed until theoretical saturation was
reached. The criteria for people to enter the field included 1) having lived expe-
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rience, 2) the ability to answer research questions and willingness to cooperate
in research, and 3) having the age of 7 to 18 years. In the entire research pro-
cess, the criteria of research ethics (especially respect for the moral rights of the
subjects, satisfaction of the participants, professional responsibility, etc.) have
been observed to describe and analyze the problem. An average of 40 minutes of
interviews have been conducted with each case. In order to collect text data in
terms of children’s cognitive development, interview questions have been simpli-
fied and researchers familiar with qualitative research methods have been used.
Credibility or believability in qualitative research means the degree of trust in the
authenticity of the findings for the research participants. To check the validity of
the interview findings, the member control technique and the researcher’s self-re-
view were used. In this way, after the completion of the interview, the findings of
the interview were presented to the participants and their opinions were taken to
confirm or reject the findings. All participants confirmed the research findings.
Also, in order to verify the data, in the stages of data collection, we tried to write
down the statements of the interviewees without bias and objectively. Also, the
researcher’s self-review was used to check the validity of the findings. Special
coding procedures were used to check the transferability of interview findings.
An attempt was made to improve the transferability of interview findings by us-
ing methods such as detailed training of interviewers, accuracy in documenting
interviews, and using special procedures in coding.

3. Findings

The participants of the present study were 36 street working children of Ahvaz
between the ages of 5 and 17 years old in 1402, who were engaged in various
street economic activities including begging, scavenging, hawking, etc. None of
the studied children live in a university-educated family, which indicates the im-
portance of education in relation to the sources of social problems. In other words,
working children have come from families whose parents have been deprived of
the professional skills obtained from education that can lead to economic and
social empowerment and, as a result, the enrichment of cultural capital. or have
not had proper access to quality education. Field observation of researchers and
interviews with working children showed that street working children have their
own lifestyle. They are exposed to high-risk behaviors due to different associa-
tion with working children who smoke on garbage collection routes, knowledge
and awareness gap, living in vulnerable areas and lack of free time, weak super-
vision of parents on their children’s friendships, etc. In this research, it was found
that working children do not consider working at a young age to be unpleasant,
considering their family’s economic and social conditions. They consider work
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at this age as a valuable and honorable activity and feel proud because they help
support the family with their low income. Due to the illness of their parents,
unemployment, disability, addiction, divorce, imprisonment, etc., these children
choose this activity out of necessity in order to survive and help the family econ-
omy, and during the activity, they try to change their attitude and sense of pride
To the extent that they can strengthen their job resilience in order to meet the
immediate needs of the family.

4.Conclusion

The results of the research, which were obtained based on the interpretation and
experience of the participants, showed that the lack of regular collection of waste
and the non-separation of waste from the source caused the formation of a signif-
icant added value in this field. Such an economic opportunity is not hidden from
the eyes of the residents of the marginal areas, and they go to other residential ar-
eas of the city on foot, using carts, three-wheel motors and vans to collect the de-
sired waste. In parallel with this waste collection and increase in supply, informal
dry waste buying and selling centers have been formed, and some of them have
helped to complete this process and fatten this cycle by providing tools such as
carts or providing facilities for the preparation of other waste collection tools and
equipment. As a result of this situation, waste warechouses have increased around
Ahvaz, and the garbage collectors deliver the separated waste to these centers
at the end of their working day. Such conditions have caused the daily traffic of
dozens of garbage collection vehicles that do not have license plates and other
traffic signs to become a familiar scene for the citizens of Ahvaz.

Keywords: Qualitative Method, Garbage Collection, Ahvaz City, Child Labor.
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