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Abstract

“Living on the margins™ is made up of the conditions and circumstances and
consequences of structural factors on the people left out of attention. One of
the important issues about the surrounding areas of cities is to identify the
various characteristics of these areas. The importance of this research is that
the mentioned areas do not have the same characteristics and any policy and
intervention in these areas without considering these characteristics will not
lead to positive results. Based on this, the upcoming qualitative research
tries to identify the characteristics of this settlement through interviews with
knowledgeable people. The spatial territory of the research was the marginal
areas of Khuzestan province, and the research samples were stopped when
the theoretical saturation was reached, and the data were analyzed using the
technique of thematic analysis with the Atrid-Stirling method. The findings
led to the creation of eleven organizing themes with the names of accumu-
lation of physical problems, economic disability, intragroup social capital
based on ethnicity, double relative deprivation, exclusion, socio-cultural di-
vergences, dual habitats, interest group activity, state-oriented expectations
and expectations, institutional distrust and hopelessness. Relative to chang-
ing conditions; And three overarching themes were named environmental
characteristics, socio-cultural characteristics and political characteristics.
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The results of the research show the importance of the mutual influence of
society, culture and politics on the issue of marginalization in Khuzestan
province; Two points that have made this province one of the most emigrant
provinces of the country.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Slum is a type of residence in the urban space that has fundamental differ-
ences with other forms of residence in all political, social, cultural, eco-
nomic, physical dimensions. In the scientific literature, slum is specifically
defined with the following characteristics: 1) public facilities are either
very few or do not exist at all; 2) The state of land occupation as well
as the way of using space shows that people live in poverty; 3) The high
level of density in the use of space causes spatial chaos and indicates the
economic inability of the residents; 4) These areas are considered separate
communities with specific cultural and social boundaries; and 5) marginal
residents are not in the same social and economic situation (for example,
in some areas there is some kind of economic segregation between resi-
dents). In Iran, marginalization covers a significant part of urban areas and
according to some reports, 19 million people of Iran’s population live in
such areas. A significant part of the marginal settlements in the country
belongs to Khuzestan province, and with a population of 800,000 people,
it is the second province of the country in terms of marginal population.
Considering the historical background and numerous developments of the
last few decades as well as the socio-cultural context of Khuzestan prov-
ince, it is expected that slums and cities of this province have different and
distinct characteristics compared to other slums of the country. This point
1s important because it is not possible to make policy in order to improve
the situation of slums without considering the specific characteristics of
each region; Because policymaking is contextual and any type of general
policy is doomed to fail regardless of the requirements of each region.
Considering this important point, the understanding of slums - and policy
making with the aim of improving the conditions of the settlements - in
Khuzestan province and Ahvaz city, depends on identifying the character-
istics of these neighbourhoods.
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2. Method

Since this research seeks to identify the semantic and interpretative system
of people, it is classified as qualitative research. Research data were ob-
tained through semi-structured qualitative interview and a thematic analy-
sis method was used to analyze these data. In this research, the Atrid-Ster-
ling method was used for data analysis. In the current research, the validity
of the research is carried out using the following techniques: the use of
triangulation techniques, such as the use of other confirming sources, re-
searchers, and multiple methods during the process of data collection and
analysis, which increases reliability. Showing and presenting data analysis
and using the technique of obtaining parallel information and sharing the
results with experts and member control techniques means presenting the
results to the respondents and analyzing their reactions. In terms of the field
of research, this research is limited to Ahvaz city and 5 marginalized neigh-
borhoods that are officially accepted as marginalized neighborhoods from
the point of view of the definition of informal settlements and marginaliza-
tion. The research samples included individuals, members of facilitation
offices, and local and social activists living in these areas who had objective
and first-hand knowledge of the subject. Determining the sample size was
done with theoretical saturation and a purposeful sampling method.

3. Findings

Applying the theme analysis method to identify the characteristics of the
slums led to the construction of eleven constructive themes, and by com-
bining these themes, four overarching themes were obtained. Constructive
themes include economic disability, accumulation of physical problems,
intra-group social capital based on ethnicity, double relative deprivation,
exclusion, socio-cultural divergences, dual habitats, interest group activ-
ity, institutional distrust, and hopelessness towards change. Conditions.
From the combination of these themes, three themes of environmental dis-
turbance, social disorder and institutional (government) inefficiency were
extracted. Based on these themes, slums in Ahvaz city have characteristics
that can distinguish it from other similar areas in terms of economic, phys-
ical, sociocultural and institutional inefficiency.

4. Conclusion

The results of this research show that the formulation of policies and pro-
grams for intervention in these areas will be successful only if the different
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characteristics of slums can be determined in the first place, and this is a
point that this research seems to cover to the extent of its ability. In urban
policy literature, contingent and situational models are emphasized; That
is, the models that develop their programs based on the local characteristics
and requirements of each region and find the presentation of macro models
ineffective due to the lack of attention to local requirements. Therefore, the
current research aims to improve the situation of slums in Ahvaz, based on
the mentioned findings, to offer suggestions such as reducing the gap be-
tween the people and the government. Paying attention to the views of the
people and their participation in the intervention process, coherence in the
management of these settlements, strengthening the economic foundations
of the family, organizing and guiding industrial and oil companies in ful-
filling their social responsibility, strengthening the capacity of community
organizations, and fostering a culture of civic engagement.

Keywords: Marginalization, Slum, Khuzestan Province, Multiple Poverty,
Environmental Disturbance, Social Disorder and Institutional Inefficiency.
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