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Abstract

Corruption is seen as a pervasive and global problem in all countries of the world,
although it is different in terms of type, intensity and generality. This problem has
been widely researched due to its economic costs and destructive effects on devel-
opment trends and quality of governance. However, due to the difficulties of mea-
suring “real corruption”, measuring “perception of corruption” has been considered
as the best alternative method. In this regard, the article has been done with the aim
of measuring the Iranians’ perception of corruption and analyzing its causes and
consequences. Methodologically, the study was carried out in a documentary Meth-
od, by secondary analysis of the WVS 7th wave data. The data was collected in 64
countries in 2020, including Iran. According to the findings, Iranians’ perception
of financial and administrative corruption is very high. The findings also show that
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the perception of corruption is influenced by variables such as “education”, “popu-
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lation size”, “savings rate” and indicators such as “livelihood poverty”, “member-
ship in religious institutions”, “religious belief” and “media orientation”. In terms
of consequences, the results indicate that the perception of corruption, in addition
to social damages (such as “social dissatisfaction” and “feeling of insecurity”) is

mainly focused on the consequences that target the political system.

Keywords: Corruption, Perception of Corruption, Measurement of Corruption,
Good Governance, World Values Survey (WVS).
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Corruption is a pervasive phenomenon and a global problem that can be seen in
all countries of the world with different degrees of type, intensity and general-
ity. According to estimates of the non-governmental organization Transparency
International (TI), there is no country in the world that is free from corruption.
The pervasiveness and generality of corruption in different societies shows the
fact that Iran is also facing this social problem in different ways and according
to international evaluations, it is one of the most corrupt countries in the world:
According to CPI data in 2022, Iran is ranked 147 among 180 countries in the
world (Transparency International, 2022). The issue of corruption has been re-
searched a lot due to its economic costs and destructive effects on the develop-
ment trends and quality of governance, and in recent years, a growing literature
has been developed around this issue and especially the ways of measuring it.
Despite this, due to the difficulties of measuring actual corruption, the common
method of studying this phenomenon is to measure “perception of corruption”.
The most widely used method of studying corruption is the “Corruption Percep-
tion Index” (CPI), which has been provided by Transparency International since
1995. In addition, one of the latest studies on the perception of corruption has
been conducted in the framework of “World Values Survey” (WVS). In the last
wave of this survey, wave 7 (2022), for the first time the issue of corruption has
been added to the set of global values and attitudes. The current research aims to
sociologically investigate Iranians’ perception of corruption and has analyzed the
data of the 7th wave of the World Values Survey (WVS). In this survey - unlike
the International Transparency Study (TI-CPI) which depends on experts’ evalu-
ations - the perception of corruption has been measured with direct reference to
citizens’ opinions. The reanalysis of these data, in addition to providing us with
a new and different picture of the corruption situation in Iran, also provides the
possibility to analyze the role of variables affecting the perception of corruption
and also its consequences.

2. Method

Methodologically, the study has been done in a documentary method and with
secondary analysis of the data of wave 7 (2017-2022) of World Values Ssurvey
(WVS). The 7th wave of this survey was implemented between 2017 and 2022
with a sample of 94,278 people in 64 countries of the world, including Iran (Haer-
pfer et al, 2022). The data was collected in 2020 in all provinces of Iran with a
sample of 1499 people. “Perception of corruption” in WVS Study is measured
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with 12 items that monitor various aspects of corruption. One of these items, which
measures “the presence or absence of financial and administrative corruption in
the country”, has been included as an indicator of “corruption perception index”.

3. Findings

The findings indicate that Iranians’ perception of corruption in the country is
relatively high, although according to the ranking of countries, Iran has obtained
the 15th rank among the 64 countries studied (that is, a relatively good rank).
Meanwhile, in the same year and in the estimation of Transparency International
(TI), Iran ranked 149 among 180 countries (that is, a very bad situation). In oth-
er words, TI estimates are more pessimistic and have predicted a weaker score
and a lower position for Iran in terms of corruption. It seems that one of the
reasons for the discrepancy in the findings is that the perception of ordinary cit-
izens is probably more influenced by the background conditions and socializa-
tion processes than the perception of experts, and it does not necessarily reflect
the reality of corruption. Causal analysis showed that “Education”, “Population
Size”, “Savings Rate”, and indicators of “Livelihood Poverty”, “Membership in
Religious and Charitable Organizations”, “Religiosity” and “Media Orientation”
have an effect on Iranians’ perception of corruption: According to the findings,
people with higher education have a higher perception of corruption levels in the
country. The effect of “population size” means that unlike small urban or rural
environments, in large and densely populated cities, the probability of corruption
is higher and, as a result, the perception of corruption is also higher. Under the
economic factors, the perception of corruption is only related to the variables
“savings rate” (negative relationship) and “livelihood poverty” (positive relation-
ship). In other words, people with less savings and living in poverty have a higher
perception of corruption in the country. The results show that the members of
religious and charitable institutions and religious people evaluate the prevalence
of financial and administrative corruption in the country as “low”. Also, a similar
belief is seen among those who mostly use formal media (radio and television),
while the users of mobile media and social networks evaluate the prevalence of
corruption in the country as “high”. The pathological consequences of the percep-
tion of corruption are mainly aimed at the consequences that directly or indirectly
target the political system: Such as institutional mistrust, political pessimism,
dissatisfaction with the functioning of the political system, suspicion of the elec-
tion institution, tendency to protest political action, weakening of patriotism and
reduction of political participation. In addition to political effects, the perception
of corruption also brings dangerous social consequences such as “social dissatis-
faction” and “feeling of insecurity”.
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4. Conclusion

In general, it can be argued that although the role of unrealistic variables in the
perception of corruption cannot be denied, but these variables can only affect the
severity and weakness of perceptions and not the presence or absence of corrup-
tion. In fact, the main factor is the existence of real corruption, which more than
any other factor shapes people’s mental attitudes and perceptions and causes real
damage. Therefore, changing attitudes requires a change in social reality. The-
oretical approaches and field research have shown that the most efficient way
to control corruption is to follow the “good governance” model, which plays a
role more than any other factor in optimizing the functioning of the government,
increasing the efficiency of the judicial system, and reforming the administrative
structure. Good governance basically involves changing and reforming trends
and processes aimed at shrinking the government, the quality of laws, improving
official salaries, media freedom and transparency of activities.
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