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Abstract

Sustainable development in Iran's rural areas faces significant challenges, including rural-to-urban
migration and influx of new, non-productive residents; agricultural mi@eme and land-use
change; environmental degradation resulting from development proj nd a shift in rural
governance from participatory, endogenous models to that age state-c ed and exogenous ones.
This study elucidates the sustainability dilemma in Lavasan-e Bozorgd#illage through a qualitative,
field-based methodology, utilizing in-depth interviews, field observation, and documentary analysis.
Data from 31 exploratory interviews with officials, ififo nts, locals (selected via purposive
sampling) were coded and analyzed. Based on th ﬁlﬁng the frequency of recurring categories
in the interviews, sustainability was prioritized and ssified into six principal domains:
“Demographic”; “Economic—livelihood”; i vernance”; “Social”; “Environmental”;
and “Cultural”. These domains exist in a dynam
cause and effect. Within this system, the tw
security” are of paramount. While adjac
offset by the capital's demand for potab

tors of "proximity to the capital" and "water
to Tehran presents developmental opportunities, it is
ater, environmental constraints, and rampant land

concludes that the villa state of "ambiguity and a vicious cycle of unsustainability".
A resolution necessi matic shift toward locally grounded, participatory, and
multidimension: izing livelihood diversification, strengthening effective
multi-level governance, grated natural resource management.
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