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Abstract

Nowadays, the problem of social identity is a necessary condition for people’s
lives. Identity plays a meaningful role in our daily life, and the importance of
identity in connection with phenomena such as migration cannot be ignored.
In recent years, with the expansion of the immigrant population, especially
international immigrants, the issue of the formation of identity crisis among
immigrants has attracted the attention of researchers. International migration
has faced identity challenges for immigrant people and countries as the host
society. Not belonging to the host society or feeling of solidarity with the or-
igin society is one of the consequences of this problem. The present research
has tried to study the identity formation process of Afghan teenagers living
in Yazd city. This research was conducted with qualitative methodology and
grounded theory approach, with a sample of 21 young Afghan immigrants.
In this process, the data have been analyzed and reviewed through the open,
central and selective coding method. The main categories discovered include:
double rejection of identity, lived experiences of de-identification, limitations
of structural progress, the problem of face, etc. The findings of the research
showed that teenagers, in the path of identity search, seek to create an identity
independent of national and nationalist values. And in the process of defining
themselves, they try to benefit by using skill/acquisition identification.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Today, the issue of social identity is a necessary condition for people’s
lives. Identity plays a meaningful role in our daily life and its importance
cannot be ignored in connection with phenomena such as migration. In
recent years, with the expansion of the immigrant population, especial-
ly international immigrants, the issue of identity crisis in immigrants has
been the focus of researchers. International migration has faced identity
challenges for immigrant people and countries as the host society. Belong-
ing not to the host society or feeling of solidarity with the origin society
is one of the consequences of this problem. In recent years, Yazd province
has become one of the country’s industrial hubs. The existence of job op-
portunities and the development of the service and industrial sectors have
made Yazd province a destination for domestic and foreign immigrants.
In addition, the positive perception of the socio-cultural situation of Yazd
and the existence of a suitable level of social security have made this prov-
ince a favorable place to attract immigrants. Meanwhile, the population of
immigrants in Yazd province is about ten percent of the population of the
entire province, which is a very high ratio. Certain neighborhoods in Yazd
city are owned by Afghans living in Iran and they live there. The schools
in these neighborhoods are mainly for Afghan teenagers, and due to their
long-term life and birth and living in Yazd, they speak natively (Yazdi).
For this reason, this group of Yazdi teenagers has special conditions and
should be investigated scientifically. In this direction, the current research
tries to answer the basic question of how the process of identification
among these teenagers is formed?

2. Method

This research has used the grounded theory method based on the topic,
idea and problem of the research. The participants of this research were
Afghan teenagers living in Yazd city. Among them, 21 Afghan teenagers
were interviewed and selected through theoretical sampling. The selec-
tion of these samples is based on various inclusion criteria. For example,
these samples included both educating and dropout students. Also, the
researcher used to select the participants from among the gender, ethnic
and status groups who had different capital ownership (cultural, social and
economic capitals). The interviews continued until theoretical saturation
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Identity in the Dilemma of Face and Tradition

was reached. In this research, ethical considerations such as ensuring the
comfort and convenience of the participants and preserving the dignity and
honor of the respondents have been obtained. In addition, the researcher
has tried to make it impossible to identify the participants by using pseud-
onyms. According to Creswell and Miller, a qualitative researcher must
meet at least two of these eight criteria for his research to be reliable.
These criteria include: 1. Long participation and continuous observation
in the research field, 2. Triangulation, 3. Peer review, 4. Contrastive case
analysis, 5. Delineation of researcher’s mental stereotypes and prejudices,
6. Confirmation of participants, 7. Thick description and 8. External audit.
The current research has tried to obtain four of the eight accreditation strat-
egies. In this research, three methods of open, axial and selective coding
have been used in general.

3.Findings

The findings of the current research are obtained from the combination
of 227 concepts, 49 sub-categories and 16 main categories. The main cat-
egories discovered include 16 categories of bilateral identity rejection,
de-identification lived experiences, structural development limitations,
negative self-concept, crisis-producing kinship relationships, constructive
family support, face-to-face crisis, identity confusion, face problem, eth-
nic difference, skillful educational identification, range of positive com-
munication, effort. For identity confirmation, the extent of communica-
tion based on expertise, rejection of Afghan identity and refusal to accept
identity are the ones that have finally formed the core category under the
title of “identity wandering”. The findings show that teenagers, in the path
of identification, seek to create an identity free of national and nationalist
values, and in the process of self-definition, they try to benefit by using
skillful/acquired identification. The category of identity wandering refers
to the unsteadiness of one’s identity; So that he is uncertain about the main
aspects of his identity, including his national identity. Identity wandering is
caused by a situation in which a person is rejected by others (society of ori-
gin and host society) and cannot imagine a confirmed identity for himself.
In this situation, identity wandering becomes one of the biggest identity is-
sues for a person, and the person’s intellectual foundations are challenged.
This challenge of identity has many spiritual/psychological effects for a
person, among these effects, from a social point of view, we can mention
losing the feeling of belonging to a certain country. As a result, immigrant
people do not have a sense of collective responsibility and solidarity, and
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for the individual, it brings a feeling of boredom and lack of belonging to
a group and society. The inability of others to accept immigrant teenagers
causes the person to wander.

5. conclusion

The power processes that generally affect immigrant teenagers can be de-
scribed as 1. the structure of Iranian society and 2. the structure of indi-
vidual Afghan traditions and culture. The main characteristic of the power
processes involved in adolescent identification is that both power relations
exclude immigrant adolescents. The structures of Iranian society confront
immigrant teenagers with negative attitudes and lack of official accep-
tance. Because it has more formal and structural power and the teenager
was born in that structure or spent most of his life in it. On the other hand,
the structure of Afghan traditions and culture also confronts teenagers with
non-acceptance and normative pressures to identify with Afghan culture.
The consequence of these two processes is actually the understanding of
the otherness of Afghan teenagers. The idea of being different from the im-
migrant youth leads to the person being pressured by the social structure.
After that, their identity crisis and identification based on these two struc-
tures occurs. But besides that, another identification is being formed. The
identification that is taking place in the mental world and the life of the
mental world of the immigrant in a global dimension. In fact, along with
the understanding of otherness, there are signs of the birth of a transnation-
al identity. Signs that have their roots in the whole planet and its different
cultures and find their utopia free from the dominant powers. Of course,
these signs are currently weak, but they are a strong and growing current.
Meanwhile, transnational identification is a discourse that has been formed
against the dominant discourse, and in other words, it can be interpreted as
a discourse of resistance. In short, a powerful resistance stream is fighting
against the two dominant power relations. Its dynamics and consequences
can be seen in the lives of teenagers in the following years. But at present,
this issue shows itself more in relation to the generation of skillful and
acquired identity.

Keywords: Identity, Identity Crisis, Teenagers, Immigration, Afghanistan.
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